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A URI can be further classified as a locator, a name, or both. The term “Uniform Resource Locator” (URL)

refers to the subset of URls that, in addition to identifying a resource, provide a means of locating the

resource by describing its primary access mechanism (e.g., its network “location”). 1.1.3. URI, URL, and

URN, RFC 3986
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For consistency, percent-encoded octets in the ranges of ALPHA (%41-%5A and %61-%7A), DIGIT (%30-
%39), hyphen (%2D), period (%2E), underscore (%5F), or tilde (%7E) should not be created by URI
producers and, when found in a URI, should be decoded to their corresponding unreserved characters by

URI normalizers. — 2. Characters, RFC 3986
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When a new URI scheme defines a component that represents textual data consisting of characters from
the Universal Character Set UCS, the data should first be encoded as octets according to the UTF-8
character encoding STDG3; then only those octets that do not correspond to characters in the unreserved

set should be percent- encoded. — 2.5. Identifying Data, Uniform Resource Identifier (URI): Generic Syntax
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$ echo fRYF | xxd
ed4bdale5a5bd

$ echo fR%F | iconv utfs gb2312 | xxd
cd4e3bac3
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$ node
> decodeURIComponent ( '%$e4%bd%al%e5%a5%bd ')
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> decodeURIComponent('%c4%e3%ba%c3')
Uncaught URIError: URI malformed
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